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DENMARK RIVER, SALINITY LEVELS 

164. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for the Environment: 
I understand the minister has recently been in Denmark trumpeting the work done in reducing the salinity levels 
in the Denmark River and its tributaries.  Will the minister enlighten the House about what makes this such a 
remarkable achievement?  

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for the question, and for raising an incredibly important issue.  I have been down in 
Denmark -  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Why did you not do it over the past two years?  Why did you not do it with commonwealth 
money?  

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The member for Warren-Blackwood has many positive attributes, but being gracious is 
not one of them.  

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Warren-Blackwood to order for the first time.  

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  What is happening in the Denmark River is incredibly important.  It is of not only state 
significance, but also national significance.  I am talking about a river that was used for drinking water in the 
1960s, but became too salty.  Now, with a lot of effort by the Kent-Denmark recovery team, the river is showing 
a reversal of that trend.  Salt levels have dropped from 1 500 milligrams per litre in the late 1980s to 700 
milligrams per litre now.  This is a fantastic achievement.  As I said earlier today, salinity is the number one 
environmental problem this State faces.  I was delighted to be with the Premier this morning when he announced 
the $158 million of new money from this State to be spent on salinity and water quality.  One of the greatest and 
most remarkable achievements in Denmark is the hope it is giving to other people around Australia.  It is 
showing that farmers, landowners, plantation companies, catchment recovery teams and public servants working 
together can, over time, help reduce salinity.  Over time the water quality in rivers can be turned around, 
restoring it to drinking water standards.  At times people feel overwhelmed by this problem, but today we have a 
very positive announcement of new money going into this number one environmental problem, and we have a 
very remarkable outcome in Denmark - an outcome of national significance - in which the problem is being 
turned around.   
 


